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Tax issues and riot in the bippodrome over magicians:
A new edition of the Byzantine papyrus letter SB XXVI 16519 ......ccceuuvueucnene

Abstract: This is a revised edition of the Byzantine papyrus letter SB XX VI
16519 (P. Berol. 25706), which addresses matters pertaining to taxation and a
riot that occurred within the context of circus races. The new readings allow
for the identification of a cohort of magicians as the cause of the unrest,
whom the crowd probably believed to have employed magical incantations
with the intention of influencing the outcome of the race.
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Agata DEPTURA

The power of words: Insights from two Greek magical ostraca
from the citadel 0f DONGOLA ............c.oeeeeececueurininiicciiieinntecee e

Abstract: The article presents the editio princeps of two Greek ostraca dis-
covered at Old Dongola during excavations conducted by the Polish archae-
ological mission of the University of Warsaw. The ostraca were found at the
citadel in secondary contexts of a much later date, alongside other pottery
fragments. Based on their script and context, they are broadly dated to the
late Christian period (1rth-14th centuries). Certain characteristic features
allowed the identification of these ostraca as amulets. This edition offers a
closer examination of the texts and provides insights into magical practices
in medieval Nubia.
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Jean-Luc FourNEeT
Une demande de transfert d’imposition (epistalma) a Copenbague .....................

Abstract: Edition d’un papyrus de la Bibliothéque royale de Copenhague
(P. Copenhagen Royal Library Udst. 32), remarquablement conservé, livrant
un epistalma (demande de transfert d’'imposition a la suite d’'une mutation
fonciére) appartenant au dossier de Flavius Magistor (Hermopolis, 622). I1
présente l'intérét d’étre le dernier epistalma connu et, a ce titre, d’éclairer
I'évolution formelle et diplomatique qu’a subi ce genre, dont plus de 30
exemples ont survécu. Une liste des epistalmata papyrologiques, avec leurs prin-
cipales caractéristiques diplomatiques et formulaires, est donnée en annexe.

Keywords: epistalma, Flavius Magistor, Hermopolis, monastere de la Méta-
noia, fiscalité.

Nikolaos KoLVERIS
Once again on bomologia: The papyrological documentation revisited ...............

Abstract: This article contributes to the ongoing discussion of the complex
issue of opoloyia in ancient Greek law by examining it as a bilateral process
that produces legally binding agreement. I argue that this process is reflected
in legal documents preserved in papyri from Graeco-Roman Egypt. Specifical-
ly, I demonstrate that the content of these documents aligns fully with the
essence of the Athenian law on contracts, Soa dv Tis €k €repos érépw opolo-
yfoy kbpia elva, thereby highlighting the continuity and preservation of this
Athenian legal principle in shaping legal transactions in Graeco-Roman Egypt.

Keywords: homologia, consensus, legal documents, contracts, papyri, Graeco-
Roman Egypt, ancient Greek law.

Lorenzo Livorsi

A new constitution of Gratian

Abstract: The article offers an edition and commentary of a previously
unknown constitution of Gratian, discovered on the final folio of Arras,
Médiathéque Municipale MS 644 (CGM 572). Although severely abridged
and difficult to read, this newly identified document addresses the status of
formerly abandoned children (expositz) who have been taken in within an
ecclesiastical context. It establishes that the biological father — or, in the
case of slaves, the original master — can no longer reclaim them. This law is
best understood within the broader context of late antique legislation on
expositi, while early Christian sources illuminate the historical circumstances
that may have prompted such legislation. Finally, the hypothesis that this
law may have originated from the Theodosian Code is examined. An appendix
highlights the utility of prose rhythm in establishing the text.
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Abstract: The present article provides a new edition of SB XII 10892, a reg-
ister of the land administration, plausibly from Karanis and presumably
dated to 188/9 cE. It contains the description of cadastral parcels numbered
in succession, including land ‘once belonging to the Jews’ and land ‘once
belonging to the Hellenes’, which, having become the property of the State
following confiscation, are gradually assigned on a five-year lease to dnudoio
yewpyol and to farmers’ collectives. The papyrus was edited for the first
time by Anna Swiderek in 1971, but a series of abbreviations recurring in the
record of each parcel remained unresolved, affecting the understanding of
the purpose of the register. The administrative registers published in large
numbers in the last fifty years allow us to satisfactorily resolve all the abbre-
viations that remained unclear, gaining full understanding of the contents of
the register. The reading of other doubtful or incorrectly deciphered points
has also been improved, prompting a re-edition of the entire text. The reg-
ister is written on the recto, while the back was later used for a wine account
which will be published separately in another contribution.

Keywords: Roman Egypt, land administration, Jews, Hellenes, numbered
sphragides, abbreviation system.

Maria Nowak
Circulation of imperial legislation in Egypt between 324 and §25:
Catalogue and commentary ...................vniicnincisinicsinessicsseans

Abstract: This article offers a list and commentary to imperial laws pre-
served on papyrus between Constantine the Great and Justinian. The aim of
the presented work was to collect both constitutions and secondary witness-
es, that is mentions of law; if they could be indeed identified as a piece of
legislation. The work is divided into sections grouping the material accord-
ing to its genre and type. The initial section of the catalogue contains frag-
ments that have been categorised as legal literature, encompassing excerpts
from the Theodosian Code, literature pertaining to the Codex Theo-
dosianus, and other compilations of imperial legislation. The second section
consists of the documentary papyri, which are divided into three parts: gen-
erally binding laws, rescripts, and references.

The collation of a compendium of papyrological witnesses of imperial laws
permitted the drawing of some general conclusions regarding the scope of
the use of these constitutions in Egypt. One of these is dedicated to the cir-
culation of the Theodosian Code. The recent publication of new fragments
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of the Theodosian Code, coupled with analysis of their provenance, has
allowed a more optimistic assessment of the Code circulation than was pre-
viously proposed.

A further conclusion is reached regarding the process of communicating
general laws and obtaining imperial rescripts in the province. The papyro-
logical evidence provides a comprehensive reconstruction of the chain of
communication, extending from the emperor to the praetorian prefect, gov-
ernor, strategos, and lower officials otherwise known thanks to the C.Th.
and the Code of Justinian. The rescripts, when collected, reflect the changes
undergone between the Tetrarchy and Justinian's reign, demonstrating that
there were no discrepancies between the theory and practice of their appli-
cation. The interpretation of these sources in their respective contexts, such
as the archives and scribal traditions to which they belonged, facilitates a
more comprehensive understanding of the dissemination of laws among the
subjects of Roman emperors.

Keywords: Imperial law, constitutions, late antiquity, Egypt, Theodosian Code,
papyrology.
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Greek contracts from Egypt: When do they turn Byzantine? ..................ccccuuu... 217

Abstract: This article is focused on the shift from the so-called ‘Roman’ to
the ‘Byzantine’ period in the perspective of papyrologists: is there a clear sign
of a change in the way scribes prepare their documents between the late
third and early fourth century? This view is challenged on the basis of a sur-
vey of a specific category of documents, namely contracts (Greek deeds of
private law). From a typological perspective, there are gradual changes from
the third till the early sixth century, but the real change seems to take place
in the fifth century, shortly before Justinian’s lawyers formalise what could
be observed among Greek papyri from Egypt in the preceding centuries..

Keywords: periodisation, Roman Egypt, Byzantine Egypt, typology, Justin-
ian, contract.



